
 

 

SEPTEMBER, 2018 

EURAFRIC Forum chooses BePOSITIVE 2019! 

Renewable energy production at the core of African development. 
 

 
For its 18th edition, the EURAFRIC Forum will be taking place at the BePOSITIVE 2019 exhibition 
being held from 13th–15th February at Eurexpo Lyon. 
This is a new choice, but when it comes down to it, a natural one given BePOSITIVE’s status as 
today’s leading French trade show dedicated to renewable energy matters. This forum will be a 
platform for ADEA (Agency for Development of Enterprises in Africa) to promote collaboration 
between European and African businesses in the energy transition sector, notably on matters 
concerning water, energy, renewable energy production (REP), and the sustainable town. 
BePOSITIVE has always kept a watchful eye on Africa, so this event is yet another confirmation 
of its international outreach. 
  

       
 

EURAFRIC Forum 2019: the issues 
A 300 square metre space will house the stands of some 50 French and 
European SMBs to facilitate relevant B2B contacts with stakeholders from 
West and Central Africa.  
Fifteen or so African delegations will be able to show participating companies 
their implementation-phase renewable energy projects (see shortlist on next 

page). 
 
Among the core issues at this edition: 

 The gathering pace of the energy transition in African economic development, notably in the solar, 
geothermal, and wind power sectors 

 The promotion of partnerships between EU and African companies in the water and energy sectors 

 Assistance to French SMBs in West and Central Africa 
 
The EURAFRIC Forum has taken place every year since 1997 with backing from the Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes 
region, Lyon metropolitan area, and the city of Lyon. 
Not only the venue but also the format has been changed for the coming 2019 edition. The first two days 
will be dedicated to meetings between African delegations and participating French businesses. For the 
third day, site visits in the Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes region are being organized. A full assembly will then take 
place on Thursday, 14th February in partnership with France’s BPI public investment bank and West Africa’s 
BOAD development bank on the theme of REP project funding in Africa. 



 

 

 
Renewable energy projects so far selected for EURAFRIC Forum 2019 
We can already reveal the 5 first projects that ADEA and the Central African Energy Pool have picked out for 
presentation at EURAFRIC Forum 2019: 
 

 Project to increase the capacity of the Chollet dam and hydroelectric plant, with interconnection of 
grids. Countries involved: Cameroon– Rep. of Congo–Central African Republic  

 Project to build an LPG- and photovoltaic powered generation plant (2 x 15 + 5MW). Country 
involved: São Tomé & Príncipe  

 Project to interconnect and supply energy to the town of Oyem. Countries involved: Gabon and 
Equatorial Guinea  

 Project to expand the Ruzizi IV hydroelectric plant. Countries involved: Rwanda - Burundi - Rep. of 
Congo 

 Project to fit out hydroelectric plants (800MW and 100MW). Countries involved: Rep. of Congo 

 
 
African renewable energy facts and figures 

 Access to electrical power in Africa rose from 15% of the population in 1990 to 43% in 2016, even 
accounting for the rising population. There are however still 620 million people in continental 
Africa who live without electricity. (Tracking SDG7: The Energy Progress Report) 

 The electricity shortage causes Africa to forego 2–4% growth per year. With 100% electrification, 
African growth would rise by 10–15% per year over 15 years. (Source: World Bank) 

 According to IRENA1, there could be a quadrupling of renewable energy production by 2030, 
reaching 22% of the African energy mix compared with 5% in 2013 

 Africa averages twice as much sunshine as Europe, namely 1,750 to 2,500kWh/m²/year compared 
with 1,150 kWh/m²/year in places like Germany. (Source: IRENA) 

 The growth in hydroelectric power, on average 2,000MW per year, is gradually being matched by 
photovoltaic capacity. Wind power comes third, with concentrated solar (CSP), geothermal, and 
bioelectric sources showing much more modest rises. (Source: International Energy Agency) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ABOUT ADEA 
The Agency for Development of Enterprises in Africa assists European companies with a global package in step-by-step 
project management mode. The key to success lies in a company’s ability to understand needs, get organized, and be 
ready to work in a consortium! 
www.eurafric.org  www.adeafrance.org  

                                                           
1 International Renewable Energy Agency 

https://trackingsdg7.esmap.org/
http://www.eurafric.org/
http://www.adeafrance.org/


 

 

 

BePOSITIVE 2019 looking very promising! 
Deciders, project initiators, specifiers, and influencers meet suppliers and manufacturers 
 
Over three days in a single location, BePOSITIVE will bring together close to 30,000 professionals from the 
renewable energy, HVAC, wood energy, and high-performance building sectors. The exhibition has been 
the specialist for renewable energy matters for almost 20 years and now stands as the benchmark 
gathering for stakeholders in a carbon-free world. 
 
In 2019, BePOSITIVE will be striving more than ever to unite the whole of the value chain in the energy and 
digital transition. The diversity and depth of the exhibition’s offering is its decisive asset. So far the next 
edition is looking good, with already 22% first-time exhibitors among the 550 companies expected. 
 

Innovative, exclusive content 
To rally more and more qualified visitors and favour exchanges between professionals, BePOSITIVE will be 
providing a wealth of features: conferences, workshops, sharing of best practices and feedback from 
completed projects. There will also be our famous “business meetings” service for generating professional 
contacts. In 2017, this service resulted in 450 appointments being made and kept. 
 

The nationwide show with an international outlook 
At the heart of a region at the cutting edge of innovation in the energy sector, in a metropolitan area that 
figures among Europe’s leading smart cities, BePOSITIVE’s outreach is both national and international. 
Lyon’s geographical situation is ideal for easily welcoming professionals from all over France as well as 
neighbouring countries like Switzerland and Italy, or from further afield like Belgium and North Africa. This 
wide-ranging audience makes for genuine moments of sharing and business. 

 

 
PRESS CONTACT 
Le Crieur Public 
Aurelie Romand +33 626 45 49 82 – aurelie.romand@lecrieurpublic.fr - @Aurelie_R_ 
All press files and visuals are available from our press room. 
 
ADEA communication contacts: 
Anne-Laure Carrier, Marketing & Events manager +33 472 73 42 76 - al.carrier@adeafrance.org 
Abdoulaye Kanté, Director +33 472 73 42 76 - a.kante@adeafrance.org 
 
 

ABOUT THE ORGANIZER 
With 200 public and professional events organized worldwide, GL events Exhibitions has developed unrivalled 
expertise in the business of organizing exhibitions, a business which must keep pace with ever improving marketing, 
communication, and organizational techniques, while staying in close touch with the players in its markets. 
 
The BePOSITIVE exhibition is organized by the GL events Exhibitions Building-Wood-Energies department, which also 
manages four other major gatherings: Lighting Days, Eurobois, HyVolution, and ExpoBiogaz. 
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